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[57] ABSTRACT

A data center for remote postage meter recharging
receives resetting signal information to reset a remotely
located postage meter. The remotely located postage
meter has signal information stored therein for use in
recharging the meter with additional postage in con-
Jjunction with a signal information received from the
data center and entered into the meter. The data center
includes a sealed unit for processing received resetting
signal information and encrypted signal information
stored at the data center outside of the sealed unit. The
stored encrypted signal information at the data center is
equivalent to the signal information stored in the re-
motely located postage meter. The sealed unit includes
a decrypter for decrypting the encrypted signal infor-
mation so that it may be combined with the resetting
signal information to generate a signal for use in reset-
ting the remotely located postage meter. The sealed unit
also includes an encrypter for encrypting information to
provide updated encrypted signal information to be
stored at the data center outside of the sealed unit for
use when the remotely located postage meter is again to
be reset with additional postage.

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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